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Health coalition steps up for Brampton’s “Fair Deal” 


by Catherine Soplet 


The federal election is 
masking a “local healthcare 
crisis" in Peel, a local coalition 


told residents Tuesday 
evening. 
Comprehensive primary 


healthcare is the objective of 
the newly-created Peel Health 
Coalition, which met in 
Brampton to discuss the 
Brampton’s recent “Fair Deal 
on Healthcare” petition.. 

"Peel Health Coalition en- 
dorses (Brampton’s) unani- 
mously adopted petition," said 
organizer Richard Antonio, 
who chairs the coalition 
alongside the Peel Poverty Ac- 
tion Group. "We continue to 
urge the City of Brampton and 
the Province of Ontario to en- 
sure that hospitals and all 
public healthcare services are 
publicly funded." 

The meeting stems from a 
petition that was created by 
Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown and local councillors 
earlier this summer, which 
asked the Ontario govern- 
ment to provide urgent fund- 
ing for needed beds and 
equipment at Brampton Civic 
Hospital, as well as support to 
build a third hospital within 
the city. 

The coalition was sparked 
by meetings earlier this year 
held in Peel by Ontario Heath 
Coalition. 


As a result, 100 people 
from Peel were bussed in to 
join nearly 10,000 people 
from across the province for 
the Rally Against Healthcare 
Cuts at Queen's Park on Apr. 
30. 

"Healthcare delivery is a 
provincial responsibility," An- 
tonio said, "but a federal elec- 
tion is masking the healthcare 
crisis in Ontario, and particu- 
larly in Brampton." 

Federal candidates will be 
asked to provide their plat- 
form for pharmacare and 
Canada Health Act compli- 
ance at an All-Candidates 
Public Town Hall to be held 
later this year. 

In Ontario and_ other 
provinces, federal budgets al- 
located for healthcare have 
not been tapped by provincial 
counterparts, who leave 
money on the table at the 
same time that healthcare 
budgets are axed or redistrib- 
uted. 

"Bramptonians who are suf- 
fering from acute healthcare 
complications as a result of 
barriers to access services, 
and lapses in services, will at- 
tend the meeting to enlighten 
the public," said Antonio. 

The history of Brampton's 
healthcare crisis was pro- 
vided in a disturbing report 
from Wellfort Health Serv- 


ices, acommunity health cen- 
tre serving Brampton and 
Malton locations. The report 
exposed the underfunding 
and underservicing of Bramp- 
ton's hospital system and pri- 
mary healthcare ecosystem 
relative to Ontario provincial 
averages. 


Edesiri Udoh, Wellfort’s 


Health Promotion Coordina- 
tor, compared Brampton to 
Hamilton, which are close in 
population with 593,638 and 


690,000 people respectively. 

¢ Brampton has one hospital 
and one urgent care centre. 

¢ Hamilton has ten hospitals 
plus one hospital dedicated to 
mental health; five commu- 
nity health centres. 

¢ By comparison, London 
with a population 400,000 
has one hospital and two 
community health centre lo- 
cations. 

Both Hamilton and London 
have long-established univer- 


sities (McMaster and West- 
ern) whereas Brampton does 
not.The coalition was sparked 
by meetings earlier this year 
held in Peel by Ontario Heath 
Coalition. 

Going forward, with contin- 
ued collaboration with On- 
tario Health Coalition, the 
Peel coalition hopes momen- 
tum will lead to chapters in 
Mississauga and Caledon. 


“Bain” nets $2.2 million in stolen high- Wo charges to be laid in 


end luxury cars 


Continued from Pg 1 


Eight search warrants 
were later executed in 
Peel, Halton and York Re- 
gion, which resulted in 
more than 20 high-end 
vehicles being seized, in- 


cluding a limited-edition 
2018 Mercedes’ Benz 


GT50 convertible and a 
2018 Bentley GTC. 

Five men were later 
charged Tuesday as a re- 
sult of the investigation, 
including Cui, Li, 44 


year-old Krisztien 
Nemes, of Burlington, 42 
year-old Ryan Gillard, of 
Mississauga and 24 year- 
old Radivoje Tadic. The 
group received a laundry 
list of charges, including 
fraud over $5,000, pos- 

session of — stolen 


: = property, forging doc- 


ee uments, identity fraud 


and more. 
All of the arrested 
individuals were held 


—eguy for a bail hearing and 


appeared in Brampton 
court on Wednesday. 
McCord said_ that 


& the investigation is 


_ still ongoing, and fur- 
_ther arrests are ex- 
pected. 

_ Residents who have 
— any additional infor- 
» mation regarding the 
investigation are 
asked to call Peel Po- 


lice at (905) 453- 
2121, ext.3322. 


June 14 Caledon crash 


No charges are being laid 
after an investigation into a 
June 14 collision that 
claimed the life of a Caledon 
man, local OPP representa- 
tives said Monday. 

Caledon OPP released a 
statement regarding the 
completion of the investiga- 
tion into a June 14 crash in- 
volving a pickup truck and 
transport truck that oc- 
curred near King Street and 
Torbram Road. The crash 
claimed the life of the 
pickup’s owner, Peter Silve- 
stro, who worked in the 
local area as a senior finan- 


cial and project manage- 
ment leader. 

A representative from 
Caledon OPP later stated 
that their investigation re- 
vealed that the pickup truck 
had moved into the opposite 
(westbound) lane, and did 
not find the transport truck 
driver at fault. 

In a release distributed 
Monday, Caledon OPP said 
that “the investigation with 
the support of the OPP Traf- 
fic Incident Management Ef- 
ficiency Team has concluded 
and no charges are antici- 
pated as a result.” 
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